An Act

By! Griffin and Pittman of the
Senate

ENROLLED SENATE
‘BILL WO, 1184

and

Kirby eof the Heouse

An Act. relating to gports-related injuries; amending
70 0.8« 2011, Section 24-155, which relates to

concussions; providing defivitions; directing State
Department of Health te create certain seckioh on 1ts
intexnet website; specifying contents; directing
development of certaim policies hy certain entities
-for certain purposes; requiring annual distribution
of certain iaformation; requiring certain annual
training; requiring removal of athletes under cértain
circumstarices; prohibiting continuance of certain
activities under certain clrcumstances; perldlng
protection from liability for certain actions;
directing establishment of penalties by governing
boards; providing certain construction; directing
promulgation of rules; and providing an effective
date.

SUBJECT: BSports—related injuries
BE IT ENACTED BY THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF OKLAHOMA:

SECTION 1. AMENDATORY 70 0.8, 2011, Section 24-155; is
amaended to read as follows:

Section 24-155, A. As defined ip this act:




1, "athlete” means a sscondary-schodl-age individual who is
participating in a sport which is individual- and/or team-based,
outside eof scheol or within schodl and githér competitiye or in ad
organized practice:; and

2. "Health care provider" means an individual whe is

registered, certified, licensed ox otherwise recognized by the state

to provide medical ef psychological treatment and who is trained and

experienced in the evalunation, management and care of c¢shcussions.

B. 'The State Department of Health shall create § concussion
managemént section on its website to provide the guidelines
necessary for each school district board of education and youth
sports organization to develop their own policies and procedures
pertaining te, but not limited to:

1. B concusgion and head injury information sheet for game
officials, team officlals, akhletes, pafents of gud¥dians and other
personis havipg care or tharde of athletes of the signs and symptoms
pf concussion er head inijury and the risk of cdntinuing to practice
or compéte ih .an athletic svent or activity after sustaining a
concussion or head iniury:

2. "Return to Learn" guidelines fer teachers and relevant
schogl personriel pertaining to athleétes whod are returning to the
classroom after sustaining a concussion or head injury;

3. "Graduated Stepwise Return to Athletic Participation”
guidelines for team officials pertdining to athleétes returning to
practice or competition after a concussion er head injury; and

4. Links to ope or more free online. concussion training
programs as provided by the Centers for Diseasgé Control and
Prevention (GDC), the National Federation of State High School
BAgsociations (NFHS) or a comparable pregram or resource.

The Department shall periodically review the guidelines and update
it agcordingly.

: €. Each school distriet beard of education and youth sports
organization or assoclation shall werk—in-cooperatien-with—the
: : rg—retraad—7 : 23 a—to develop &he
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gurdelines-and—other-pertinent—informartion—and—forsis policies and

procadures pursuant to subsection B ¢f this section to inform and
educate their uespective coaches, youth game officials, team
officials, gthletesy and their parents or guardians of the nature
and risk of concussion and head injury, including continuing to play
after concussien or head injury. On an apnual basis, a—eopcussien

eompetition information regardirg doncussion arid head injuries shall
be disseminated to the athlete and his or her parent or guardian.
Acknowledgment and understanding of the information shall be
completed by the athlete and the athlete's parenf or guardian and
maintained by the school gr the youth spdrts organization or
agsoriation prior to the athlete's participation in practice or
competition, '

1. On an annual basis, game officials and team officials ghall
undergo cenclission training provided by the CBG, the NEFHS oxr a
comparable program er resource. A record of completion of the
training course shall be readily available upon reguest.

2. If any game official or team official responsible for the
care and safety of an athlete in an athletic event becomes aware or
suspects an athlete is exhibiting signs, symptoms or behaviors
conaistent with having sustained a concussion or head injury, he or
she shall remove the athlete from the piactice or competition.

‘ 3. 1f an athlete is removed from practice or competition as
provided in paragraph 2 of this subsection, the athlete shall nok,
on the same day the athlete is removed, be permitted to return to
that practice or competition or to participate in any other practice
or competition, unless deemed eligible pursuant to the provisions of
paragraph 4 ‘of this subsection.

e—A—yeuth 4. An athlete who has been removed from
participation as provided in paragraph 2 of this subsection B—ef

£hisseetion may not participate until the athlete ig evaluated by Aa
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i&eEﬁeeé health care prev1der'%%a&ﬂed—iﬁmﬁheheva&ﬁatieﬁ—aﬂd

part1c1patlon from Lhat health care provider. The health care
provider may be a volunteer. A health gare providéer, game offigial

or team official, whether velunteer whoautherizes—a—yeubh—athletbte
to—reburn—topartieipation or empldyee, shall net be liable for

civil damages weswdbing for injury, death or loss to person or
property allegedly arlSlng from any act or omission ih +the—sehdering
providing services or performing duties
unless the acts or omissions censtituting gress negligence or

willful or wanton misconduct.

D. Respective governing boards shall establish the follawing
minimum penalties for a violation of paragraph 2 of subsection C of
this se¢tion for those individuals set forth in paragraph 1 of
subsection ¢ of this section:

1. First violation shall be additional concussion recognition
and management education as predetermined By the govérning board:

2. 'Second violation shall be suspénsion from the sport tintil
appearance befdre the governing board; and

3., Monetary fines shall not be censgidered as a penalty,

E, The Department shall pronulgate rules necessary to Implement
the provisions of this ack.

SECTION 2. This act shall become effective November 1, 2016.
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Passed the House of Representatives the 18th day of February,
2016.

Presiding Officer of the House
of Representatives

Fassed the Senate the 31lst day of March, 2016.

Presiding Officer of the Senate

OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR

Received by the Office of the Governor this

day of , 20 , at o'clock M.

By:

Approved by the Governor of the State of Oklahoma this

day of ;20 , at o'clock M.

Governor of the State of Oklahoma

OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY OF STATE

Received by the Office of the Secretary of State this __

day of . 20 ; at o'clock M.

By:
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costs of litigation and reasonable attorney fees. The institution
.may request and the court may enter an injunctien prohibiting any
.person found liable from having any further contact with the
institution, i1ts student-athletes and student-athletes who have
expressed or might express an interest in attending the institutioen.
:The institution may also reguest and the court niay enter an
“injunctien prohibiting any person found liable from attending
athletic contests, exhibitions, games or other events in which one
‘or more student-athletes are participating.

C. The right of ac¢tion and remedies under this section are in
addition to all other rights of action which may be available to the
institution.

SECTION 4. This act shall become effective November 1, 2016.
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